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roar of his cannon proved to his new subjects that
the victor was no ordinary man. By his conquest of
Transylvania, a country reputed almost impregnable
by reason of its mountain fastnesses, Michael won for
himself a front rank among the warriors of his age.
But the German Emperor, who regarded Transylvania
as a fief, became suspicious of the ulterior motives of
the prince, who pretended to be acting in his name,
but had been welcomed as a deliverer by the
Roumanian peasantry of the conquered land. For
the moment, however, Michael was unmolested. The
common people were devoted to him because he was
of their own blood; the Hungarian nobles, who
formed the dominant class in Transylvania, concealed
from fear the hate which they felt for him.

Master of Transylvania, Michael next- turned his
attention to Moldavia. He assembled a large army,
under the audacious pretext of putting an end to the
Ottoman Empire, and then suddenly entered Moldavia
in 1600, " in the name of the German Emperor," who
was greatly opposed to the scheme. The campaign
was as short as that in Transylvania. One victory
sufficed to crush all resistance, and Michael was lord
of the whole Roumanian race. All its three divisions
were united under his sway, and he proudly styled
himself, " Prince of all Wallachia, Transylvania, and
Moldavia." But this union was of short duration.
Michael's ubig Roumania" collapsed almost as soon
as it had been built up.

Michael had committed a tactical blunder in
Transylvania by the severity with which he repressed
the revolt of the Roumanian peasants against their